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These are but simply a few of the Af-

rican American leaders that serve as
wonderful role models present in our
communities. Countless others serve
each day in several capacities such as
doctors, counselors, police officers and
municipal workers and their constant
contributions have helped make our
country as strong as it has ever been.

As Mary McLeod Bethune, founder of
the National Council of Negro Women,
stated:

If we accept and acquiesce in the face of
discrimination, we accept the responsibility
ourselves and allow those responsible to
salve their conscience by believing that they
have our acceptance and concurrence.

If the events of September 11 have
proven anything, it is that we must not
harbor hatred nor tolerate discrimina-
tion. Now more than ever, we must em-
brace our differences and learn from
one another. We have proven that we
can stand together, united against the
face of terror and threat of evil, and
overcome. That determination, spirit
and resolve would not be possible with-
out the many contributions of African
Americans at both national and local
levels. I applaud their achievements
and encourage my fellow Californians
to do the same.

f

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2001

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise today to speak about hate
crimes legislation I introduced with
Senator KENNEDY in March of last
year. The Local Law Enforcement Act
of 2001 would add new categories to
current hate crimes legislation sending
a signal that violence of any kind is
unacceptable in our society.

I would like to describe a terrible
crime that occurred in October 1999 in
Houston, TX. A man was beaten and
partially blinded by an attacker who
believed the victim to be gay. The as-
sailant, Roderick Brenneman, 59, was
convicted of assault and sentenced to a
year in jail in connection with the inci-
dent.

I believe that government’s first duty
is to defend its citizens, to defend them
against the harms that come out of
hate. The Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act of 2001 is now a symbol
that can become substance. I believe
that by passing this legislation, we can
change hearts and minds as well.

f

TRIBUTE TO HILDA LEGG

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I rise today to honor a fine business-
woman, mother, and all-around great
Kentuckian, Hilda Legg. On September
26, 2001, this body confirmed Hilda’s
nomination to be Administrator of the
Rural Utilities Service in the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture. Hilda is doing
a fantastic job at that post and I wish
her many years of continued success.

I have been privileged to know Hilda
Legg for many years. She is a native
Kentuckian who has worked very hard

to improve the lives of the people of
the Commonwealth. Hilda is one of
those unique individuals who exudes
the kind of enthusiasm and spunk that
everybody wants to possess. Her energy
and drive have allowed her to lead a
storied life that is full of family,
friends, and accomplishments. Hilda
truly is one of a kind.

Hilda began her professional career
as a teacher in Adair County, KY, and
went on from there to work at the U.S.
Department of Education during Presi-
dent Reagan’s first term. In 1984, she
jumped headfirst into the world of poli-
tics and worked on the successful
Reagan-Bush presidential campaign.
That same year she also helped me
achieve victory in my very first Senate
campaign. From 1985–1987 she proudly
served the people of western Kentucky
as a Field Representative in my Bowl-
ing Green office.

Hilda is most widely known and
praised for her service and dedication
to the people of rural Kentucky and
America. Raised without running
water, the difficulties facing rural
Americans is something Hilda experi-
enced firsthand as a child. As the Exec-
utive Director and CEO of the Center
for Rural Development in Somerset,
Kentucky, Hilda strongly promoted
economic development in eastern and
southern Kentucky. Her leadership at
this state-of-the-art facility helped
make the Center a national model for
economic development in rural areas
and for related educational, cultural,
and recreational purposes.

Now, as Administrator of the Rural
Utilities Service, Hilda is working on
behalf of millions of people throughout
the United States. Specifically, her
Agency is responsible for helping rural
Americans finance electric, tele-
communications, and water projects.
The RUS also provides valuable loans
and grants for rural distance learning
and telemedicine projects. President
Bush was wise to choose Hilda for this
important position and I am confident
she will prove to be as good a friend to
rural America as she has been to rural
Kentucky.

Hilda, on behalf of my colleagues and
myself, thank you for your contribu-
tions to Kentucky and this great na-
tion. I wish you and your family the
very best.

f

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

AMERICAN GOLD STAR MOTHERS

∑ Mrs. CLINTON. Madam President, I
rise today to pay tribute to Americans
who embody the extraordinary service
and sacrifice that make our country
great: the American Gold Star Moth-
ers.

Formed shortly after World War I,
this organization has brought together
mothers who lost children during
World War I, World War II, the Korean
War, the Vietnam War, Beirut, Gre-
nada, Panama, the Persian Gulf, Soma-

lia, Bosnia, Saudi Arabia and in other
times and places where soldiers’ lives
were lost in service of our country. The
American Gold Star Mothers work to
promote the noble ideals for which
their children fought and died. The
gold star they wear is a source of pride
for their families and a symbol of the
sacrifice they have endured so that our
Nation might remain free.

All of us who are parents know what
it is like to live with the fear of losing
a child, but only those who have suf-
fered through such a loss can know just
how very painful it is. Gold Star Moth-
ers have endured such a burden and
transformed their grief into an organi-
zation that serves not only the families
of all who have lost loved ones in the
military, but veterans everywhere, as
well as our Nation as a whole. Their
grace, dignity and patriotism represent
the very best of America.

I have had the honor of meeting with
representatives of this wonderful orga-
nization to discuss their history and
their work. Words alone cannot de-
scribe how much I admire their cour-
age and resolve. We as a Nation have
an obligation to them: not only to rec-
ognize their profound sacrifice and the
bravery of their lost loved ones, but to
give them support as they meet the
challenges of life, challenges that I am
sure would be easier to bear if their
children were with them today.

During this extraordinary time in
our history when, once again, Amer-
ican forces are overseas in battle, it is
fitting that we pay tribute to the sol-
diers who fought for the cause of free-
dom and democracy in earlier conflicts
and to the families who have given up
so much in the name of these ideals.

We must memorialize the losses that
we, as a Nation, have suffered and
make clear that what counts in the
long run is the quality and endurance
of human spirit. Nowhere has it been
given fuller flower than in our country.
And in no organization can the power
of the human spirit be seen more clear-
ly than in the American Gold Star
Mothers.

Although we can never alleviate the
pain of losing a son or daughter, we can
recognize the sacrifices these families
have made and ensure that they suffer
no economic hardship. That is why I
am proud to cosponsor S. 129, ‘‘Gold
Star Parents Annuity Act,’’ which was
introduced by my colleague, and an
America hero, Senator MAX CLELAND of
Georgia. This legislation would provide
a monthly stipend to Gold Star Par-
ents. It can make a big difference in
the lives of families who are struggling
to make ends meet. But, more impor-
tant, it can itself be a powerful symbol
of our Nation’s respect for the service
and sacrifice of those who fought and
died so that we might be free. I urge
my colleagues to join me in supporting
this important bill, and in paying trib-
ute to the American Gold Star Moth-
ers.∑
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